PART-I
INTRODUCTION OF NATIONAL SERVICE SCHEME

Chapter 1 : PHILOSOPHY OF NATIONAL SERVICE SCHEME
History and Growth of NSS:

(& In India, the idea of involving students in the task of national service dates back to the
times of Mahatma Gandhi, the father of the nation. The central theme which he tried
to impress upon his student audience time and again, was that they should always
keep before them, their social responsibility. The first duty of the students should be,
not to treat their period of study as one of the opportunities for indulgence in
intellectual luxury, but for preparing themselves for final dedication in the service of
those who provided the sinews of the nation with the national goods & services so
essential to society. Advising them to form a living contact with the community in
whose midst their institution is located, he suggested that instead of undertaking
academic research about economic and social disability, the students should do
“something positive so that the life of the villagers might be raised to a higher
material and moral level”.

.2 The post-independence era was marked by an urge for introducing social service for
students, both as a measure of educational reform and as a means to improve the
quality of educated manpower. The University Grants Commission headed by Dr.
Radhakrishnan recommended introduction of national service in the academic
institutions on a voluntary basis with a view to developing healthy contacts between
the students and teachers on the one hand and establishing a constructive linkage
between the campus and the community on the other hand.

3. The idea was again considered by the Central Advisory Board of Education (CABE)
at its meeting held in January, 1950. After examining the various aspects of the matter
and in the light of experience of other countries in this field, the Board recommended
that students should devote some time to manual work on a voluntary basis and that
the teachers should also associate with them in such work. In the draft First Five year
Plan adopted by the Government of India in 1952, the need for social and labour
service for students for one year was further stressed. Consequent upon this, labour
and social service camps, camp[us work projects, village apprenticeship scheme etc. ,
were put into operation by various educational institutions. In 1958, the then Prime
Minister Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru in his letter to the Chief Ministers, mooted the idea
of having social service as a prerequisite for graduation. He further directed the
Ministry of Education to formulate a suitable scheme for introduction of national
service into the academic institutions.

4. In 1959, a draft outline of the scheme was placed before the Education Minister’s
Conference. The Conference was unanimous about the urgent need for trying out a
workable scheme for national service. In view of the fact that education as it was
imparted in schools and colleges, left something to be desired and it was necessary to
supplement it with programmes which would arouse interest the social and economic
reconstruction of the country. It was viewed that if the objectives of the scheme were
to be realized, it was essential to integrate social service with the educational process




